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PLCB Liquor Pricing 
Scheme Harms 
Pennsylvania Consumers

Distilled spirits industry officials testified recently 
before the Pennsylvania House Liquor Control 
Committee regarding the harmful consumer impacts 
caused by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s 
(PLCB) Flexible Pricing Program. Among those who 
testified were Distilled Spirits of the United States 
(DISCUS) Chief Economist David Ozgo and American 
Distilled Spirits Association President and CEO  
Matt Dogali.

“Given that the PLCB is a state sponsored 
enterprise, any revenues generated that are greater 
than operating costs are a tax,” said Ozgo. “Thus, 
flexible pricing really means that the PLCB has created 
a system of random taxation. Obviously, it is only the 

James E. Pepper Distillery Fills  
1,000th Barrel 

Global changes in consumer behavior, technology, 
economics and even environmental stewardship 
are helping to drive evolution and innovation in 
the beverage alcohol industry. IWSR Drinks Market 
Analysis’ annual Global Trends Report examines 
developments and identifies opportunities around 
the world for the beer, wine, spirits and mixed  
drinks market.

Among the key current and emerging trends 
identified by IWSR analysts’ on-the-ground  
research are:

Global Sophistication
•  New entry-level brands are helping 

aspirational consumers in developing markets to 
discover unfamiliar beverage alcohol categories.

•  In developed markets, premiumization 
and an attitude of “less but better” is driving 
consumers towards crafted products — often with a  
hyper-local spin.

•  More niche and localized flavors are starting 
to gain traction (for instance, spirits made with locally 
foraged botanicals).

Consumer Lifestyle 
Choices Continue to 
Drive Innovation in Global 
Beverage Alcohol

DISCUS Inaugural Conference

The James E. Pepper Distillery in Kentucky recently celebrated the filling 
of the 1,000th barrel of whiskey. The Pepper Distillery began distilling in 
December 2017.

“It’s exciting to hit this milestone,” said Master Distiller Aaron Schorsch. 
“We’ve been working hard to produce our award-winning whiskies, and to 
reach the 1,000-barrel mark is a real accomplishment.”

Along with producing whiskey, the James E. Pepper Distillery opened its 
doors for tours last summer. The Pepper Distillery also recently became a stop 
on the new Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour. This tour is an offshoot of the 
Kentucky Distillers Association’s Kentucky Bourbon Trail and highlights the 
craft distilleries in Kentucky. 

“We are so happy to see our tourism growing,” said Visitor Center Manager, 
Marjorie Amon. “So much has changed since we started tours a year ago and 
being included on the Bourbon Trail Craft Tour is exciting. I hope this helps 
get the word out to even more people, and I’m really looking forward to 
welcoming new guests to our wonderful facility.”

The Distilled Spirits Council of the United States (DISCUS) will host its Inaugural 
Conference on February 17-19, 2020, at the Omni Hotel in Louisville, Ky.

“For the first time in our history, we’re bringing together America’s spirits 
industry leaders, decision makers and supply chain partners under one roof to 
set the future of our sector,” said Chris Swonger, DISCUS president and CEO. “We 
are thrilled to host this marquee industry event where spirits executives and key 
industry stakeholders can share their ideas to drive innovation and succeed in the 
modern distilled spirits marketplace.”

“The conference theme is “Forging a Modern Distilled Spirits Marketplace,” 
and attendees will hear the latest on mission-critical policies directly from high-
profile lawmakers and elected officials, connect with spirits business executives 
at premiere networking events, learn from industry legends at exclusive dinner 
experiences and walk away with tangible insights to help boost their businesses,” 
according to a DISCUS statement.

Conference registration is now open here.
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