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Hood River Distillers (HRD), the largest and oldest
importer, distiller, producer and marketer of distilled
spirits in the Pacific Northwest, producing close to one
million cases of spirits each year, celebrates 90 years in
business this year.

“Since our founding in the shadow of Mt. Hood 90
years ago, Hood River Distillers has been recognized
for quality craftsmanship, while embracing innovation
— a testament to the passion of our pioneering
founders,” said Ronald Dodge, Executive Vice Chair.
“In a world of global, corporate brands, I'm immensely
proud that HRD is still family-owned and operated,
while crafting exceptional products and maintaining
a commitment to employees, our customers and the
Pacific Northwest”

Dodge joined HRD in 1980 as an assistant to the
VP of Operations. His grandfather and three business
partners purchased Hood River Distillers from the
original founders in 1949. He progressed through
the ranks becoming Plant Manager in 1988, and
then in 1999 became President and CEO. Under his
leadership and vision, he transformed the business
from a regional value-priced manufacturer of distilled
spirits into a national purveyor of premium spirits. His
professional journey culminated with the bittersweet
sale of Pendleton Whisky to Proximo Spirits in 2018.
Introduced to the market in 2003, Pendleton Whisky
experienced significant growth, reaching over 250,000
nine-liter cases annually before the divestiture. Post-
sale activities have primarily focused on product
innovations, streamlining operations and revisiting
fundamental business principles.
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