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Jim Beam’s 15 Millionth Barrel
Jim Beam Bourbon has filled its 15 millionth barrel of bourbon since the 

end of Prohibition. The milestone barrel — a first for Kentucky distilleries — 
was personally filled and sealed by seventh generation Master Distiller Fred 
Noe and his son, Freddie Noe, an eighth generation Beam Distiller, at the 
brand’s flagship distillery in Clermont, Ky.

“Fifteen million is a big number, but we’re a big bourbon,” said Fred Noe. 
“When Jim Beam, my great-grandfather, filled his first barrel of whiskey at our 
Clermont distillery after Prohibition, I doubt he would have predicted that 
one day we would be a brand known and enjoyed the world over.”

“The historic milestone comes less than two years after the filling of Jim 
Beam’s 14 millionth barrel — the shortest period of time between milestone 
barrel fills,” according to a company statement. “This serves as a testament 
to the continued global bourbon boom. The growing momentum can be 
attributed to continued strong sales spurred by rising global demand and 
the excellent performance of the entire Jim Beam portfolio across the United 
States, Europe and Southeast Asia.”

“We’re reaching these milestones faster and faster,” said Craig Christenson, 
Vice President of Global Marketing for Jim Beam. “From Russia and Germany 
to Japan and China – not to mention the United States, where Jim Beam is 
gaining substantial market share — bourbon has become the spirit of choice 
around the world, and we’re happy to oblige them by making more. We’re 
the first to reach 15 million, and we’re not slowing down.”

The 15 millionth barrel, signed by employees at the company’s Clermont, 
Boston and Frankfort plants in Kentucky, will join the nearly 2.3 million 
barrels of bourbon currently aging in Jim Beam’s rackhouses across the 
state. It will be stored inside the distillery’s historic rackhouse D, a nine-story 
warehouse rebuilt by Jim Beam after Prohibition on the Clermont distillery 
grounds. The rackhouse is open to visitors as part of the Jim Beam American  
Stillhouse tour.
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WSWA CEO Speaks to DOJ 
Roundtable on Competition 
and Deregulation

From the Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America:
“Beverage alcohol is a unique and socially-sensitive 

product, and accordingly is overseen differently than 
other consumer products through a state-based, 
federally-supported regulatory structure established 
under the 21st Amendment. This regulatory system has 
effectively managed the beverage alcohol industry 
while simultaneously fostering the most innovative 
and dynamic alcohol marketplace in the world,” Wine 
& Spirits Wholesalers of America (WSWA) President 
and CEO Craig Wolf said this week as part of a select 
panel presentation to Department of Justice Antitrust 
Division officials led by Assistant Attorney General 
Makan Delrahim.

The session was the first of three such panels 
designed to explore what DOJ described as the 
relationship between competition and regulation.  
The first roundtable was created to examine 
exemptions and immunities from the antitrust laws, 
and their impact on competition and consumers. It 
also included a discussion of the appropriate role of 
the state action doctrine in light of the broader federal 
policy favoring competition in interstate commerce.

CaskCoin Cryptocurrency 
for Scottish Whisky

CaskCoin is an asset-backed cryptocurrency 
combining blockchain technology with a 
physical asset investment in the form of maturing  
Scotch whisky.

According to CaskCoin: “Whisky is the most-traded 
spirit in the world. Whisky is an interesting alternative 
to traditional or even the alternative SWAG (silver, 
wine, art and gold) investing. It has several interesting 
characteristics. It does not go off like wine, but can still 
be consumed, unlike gold and silver. Unlike art, once 
it is consumed it cannot be consumed over again. 
Whisky offers an investment vehicle which could 
increase over time.”

Whisky represents one-quarter of the U.K.’s exports 
of food and drink, and more than 9,000 people are 
employed in the Scotch whisky businesses. A total of 
£4 billion worth of whisky was exported in 2016.
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