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The United States Bartenders’ Guild (USBG) has
begun a nationwide search for the organization’s next
Executive Director.

“The USBG seeks a new executive to build upon
departing Executive Director’s Aaron Gregory Smith’s
projects, which brought the Guild’s operations into
the modern age while navigating an industry in
crisis during a global pandemic which effectively
shut down the hospitality industry,” according to a
USBG statement.

“Never before in our 76-year history have we had
the unprecedented chance for the organization’s
leadership to positively influence its future,” said USBG
President Ingrid Rodriguez. “Our board members
eagerly anticipate evaluating Executive Director
candidates who offer innovative perspectives, robust
organizational abilities and valuable insights gained
from experience!”

The USBG executive committee has the authority
to serve as the search committee or to delegate
authority to an independent search committee.
For this, the USBG's first executive transition, the
committee selected a search committee to execute
the succession plan.

The Executive Director search is a transparent
process that begins with the formation of a nine-
member search committee comprised of seven
industry leaders led by Jess Pettitt and Marc
Pitman as non-voting co-chairs, both of whom are
outside consultants with years of association and
philanthropic expertise. Committee members have
been selected to provide the widest and most diverse
swath of bartending, drinks and hospitality industry
professionals in order to maintain the organization’s
commitment to a well-informed search.

While the search for a new Executive Director is
ongoing, operations at the Guild remain business
as usual. Jarrette Moore, currently Director of
Membership and Marketing, will be named acting
Executive Director effective July 1. Smith will be
available to provide counsel and mentorship to
the new Executive Director who may come from
another field.
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