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DISCUS Leads Trade
Mission of U.S. Distilleries
to Japan

The Distilled Spirits Council of the United States
(DISCUS) led a trade mission of 11 U.S. distilleries
to Tokyo and Osaka, Japan, from September 8-12
to promote the diversity and premium quality of
U.S. spirits.

The trade mission was supported by funding
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Market
Access Program (MAP), which helps promote American
agricultural products in international markets.

DISCUS hosted trade activations in both cities,
including an exclusive evening event in Tokyo
for Japanese spirits media. Across both events,
more than 160 Japanese buyers, importers, media
representatives and on-trade professionals sampled a
curated selection of American spirits.

The MAP-supported trade events were part of
DISCUS’" market export campaign, “Cheers! Spirits
from the USA", which aims to educate the hospitality
industry, adult consumers and media in key spirits
export markets on the taste, heritage and style of
American distilled spirits.

DISCUS’ trade mission to Japan represents a return
to the market after a three-year hiatus. Japan remains a
vital market for U.S. spirits, ranking as the sixth-largest
export destination for U.S. spirits and fourth largest
for American whiskeys. In 2024, U.S. spirits exports to
Japan exceeded $100 million, underscoring the strong
demand for premium American products.

“It is an exciting time to return to Japan and
engage directly with the hospitality industry and
adult consumers to share the craftmanship and rich
history of American distilled spirits,” said Joel Matticks,
DISCUS Export Promotions Manager. “We are thrilled
about the growing interest in American spirits and
look forward to deepening our ties through continued
education and collaboration.”

Visitors to the DISCUS activations sampled a range
of American whiskeys and other American spirits from
some of the most innovative distilleries in the U.S.
Featured distilleries included:

. Arizona Distilling Co.

. Brother’s Bond Bourbon

. BroVo Spirits

. Koval
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