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Chris Swonger – CEO of Distilled Spirits 
Council & Responsibility.Org

The Boards of Directors of the Distilled Spirits Council and the Foundation 
for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility (www.Responsibility.Org) have named 
Chris R. Swonger, a longtime government affairs executive and industry 
veteran, President and CEO of both organizations. 

“The move is designed to more closely align the missions and activities of 
the two groups following a strategic review process that set out ambitious 
plans for the future of both organizations while identifying shared value 
opportunities to amplify the impact of their collective work,” according to a 
Council statement.

Under Swonger’s direction, both organizations will maintain individual 
identities and missions while aligning under common executive leadership. 
Swonger will join the Distilled Spirits Council on November 12, and he’ll 
assume leadership of Responsibility.org effective January 1, 2019.

Swonger was most recently Senior Vice President for Global Government 
Relations at Smiths Group, a diversified global technology company with 
interests in homeland security, defense, aerospace, energy and environment 
and medical devices, among others. Previously, he spent 15 years in the 
spirits industry, during which he led government affairs for Beam and  
Allied Domecq.

“Chris is a terrific fit to lead these organizations at a dynamic time in our 
industry,” said Deirdre Mahlan, President of Diageo North America and Chair 
of the Distilled Spirits Council. “He brings a wealth of advocacy experience, 
vision and energy, along with background in our industry and outstanding 
passion for our commitment to responsibility. I would also like to thank 
interim CEO Clarkson Hine for his leadership and excellent work driving 
continued momentum at the Council.”
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IWSR Trends Forum 
Highlights Importance of 
Travel Retail for Global 
Alcohol Industry

Travel retail remains a vital channel and key focus 
for the leading beverage alcohol producers, according 
to the IWSR. If the travel-retail channel was classified 
as a country, it would rank in the top five markets for 
most of the leading spirits producers.

Total travel-retail volumes for liquor grew 4.1% 
in 2017 to reach 32.3 million nine-liter cases, while 
value grew 6.8% to reach $9.5 billion. Europe was the 
fastest-growing region for value (+8.1%), followed by 
Asia-Pacific (+7.6%).

Travel-retail liquor is in good health, yet below the 
top-line numbers many challenges and opportunities 
abound, including a changing traveler profile, the 
growing relevance of Millennial and emerging-market 
consumers and e-commerce.

Arrivals shopping is on the rise, notably in India and 
Brazil. China and Japan are also introducing expanded 
arrivals shopping — a sector that will become much 
bigger in coming years.

These findings and more were revealed at the 
IWSR’s invitation-only Trends Forum at the Tax Free 
World Exhibition in Cannes on October 2.. The IWSR 
Trends Forum featured an IWSR Global Trends 
presentation and a panel discussion on future growth 
opportunities for wine and spirits in the duty-free 

CITI Alcoholic Beverage 
Prices Were Up

The CPI for Alcoholic Beverages (Off-Premise) 
was up 1.1% for September, which is in line with 
last month’s pricing increase and represents the 19th 
consecutive month of positive pricing.

The CPI for Alcoholic Beverages (On-Premise) 
increased 2.5% this month, which is above last month’s 
+1.9% pricing.

The CPI for Spirits (Off-Premise) was up 0.2% this 
month, which is below last month’s 0.4% pricing.

The CPI for Beer (Off-Premise) was up 1.1% 
this month, which is slightly below last month’s  
+1.2% pricing.

The CPI for Wine (Off-Premise) was up 1.4% this 
month, which is above last month’s +1.1% pricing.
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